New First Lady Faces .- Awesome 9 Role 


WASHINGTON (AP) _ The 
new First Lady of the- land is a 
50-year-old petite brunette who 
: once said of the prospects of her 
husband becoming President of 
the United States: “1 regard the 
job with awe.” 

For 30 years Ladybird Johnson 
has been at her husband's side 
in Washington, packing his bags' 
for campaign trips, standing with 
him on social receiving lines,- 
taking notes for him in the short- 
hand she learned in college. 

Friday she was with Lyndon 
Johnson on the campaign trail 
in Dallas when an assassin’s bul- 
let killed President Kennedy and 
made her husband the 36th Presi- 
dent. 

Mrs. Johnson was born Claudia 
Alta Taylor Dec. 22, 1912, but 
no one has called her that since 
she was 2, when a nursemaid 
dubbed her "Ladybird.” As such, 
her initials conform to those of 
the rest of the family. Their 
daughters are Lynda Bird, 19, 
and. Lucy Baines, 16; There is 
Lyndon B. of course, and the 
family’s ranch at Johnson City, 
Tex., is the “LBJ” ranch. 

The daughter of a wealthy 
Texas rancher, Thomas Jeffer- 
son Taylor, Mrs. Johnson studied 
journalism at the University of 


Texas, ; took enough education 
courses to qualify her as a sec- 
ond grade teacher and- was pre- 
pared 'with shorthand, typing and 
business courses' to go to work 
as a secretary if need be. 

First Date 

One date withiJohnson in 1934 
— she was 21 then and he, 26— 
changed all that. Johnson asked 
her to marry him. "I thought it 
was some kind of joke,” Mrs. 
Johnson recalls, but she married 
him some , two months later. 

Johnson was then just starting 
cut in politics as secretary to a 
Texas congressman. The political 
pace quickend, and for 24 years 
Mrs. Johnson stumped Texas in 
her husband’s races for the 
House and Senate. 

Like many another politician’s 
wife,' she. has readily admitted, 
"I’m not deeply informed on polit- 
ical issues.” When the idea- of 
Johnson for President came up 
at the 1956 convention she said 
“I regard the job with awe.” 
Worries His Health 
Mrs. Johnson worries about her 
husband’s health. There is\the 
memory of his heart attack in 
1955; alsb “simply ,besause*he 
works too hard and ;: too lotfg.” 
As the wife of a vice president, 
Mrs. Johnson’s role expanded far 
beyond the confines of Texas and 
Washington. She has toured the 
world, entertained a Russian as- 
tronaut and occasionally pinch- 
hit for Jacqueline Kennedy. 

Most people describe Mrs. John- 
son as calm and unruffled. Yet 
often there is a hint' of tension 
about her. 


With her husband's government 
role so heavy, Mrs. Johnson has 
had at times to serve as father 
and mother to their daughters. 
Lynda is a sophomore at the Uni- j 
versity of Texas and- Lucy at- 
tends the National Cathedral 
School for Girls in Washington. 

Last June 28, word got out that 
Lynda Bird was engaged to En- 
sign Bernard Rosenbach, a Texan 
who was graduated from the 
Navy Academy in 1962. No wed- 
ding date had been set, a spokes- 
man for the Johnsons said then, 
since Lynda Bird intends to fin- 
ish college. 

Mrs. Johnson flies regularly to 
Texas for a change of scene and 
to take care of business as the * 


head of an Austin radio-television 
station which the Johnsons pur- 
chased many years ago as a 
hedge against the uncertainties of 
political employment. 

In March, 1960, when her hus- 
band was seeking the presidential 
nomination, Mrs. Johnson was 
asked what she’d actually like to 
do: 

“I’d just like to go home and 
live in Austin and have a regular, 
solid sort of life, lots of time 
for the children, go to church 
and participate in civic and cul- 
tural life of the town.” 

This now' seems beyond the 
realm of possibility in' the im- 
mediate future. 



